Final EIS Appendix 19A

APPENDIX 19A—SUBSTANTIVE PUBLIC COMMENT LETTERS

This appendix includes all comment letters in their entirety that contain substantive information.

NOTE: SPECIFIC NAMES AND ADDRESSES HAVE BEEN REMOVED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
COMMENTOR FOR CONFIDENTIALITY PURPOSES.

Jack Morrow Hills Supplemental DEIS Substantive Web Comments

Comment Number 11
First Herschel  Last Name  Hinesley Confidential? n
Affiliation Wyoming Prospectors
Address PO Box 147
Address2 1408 Main St
City Relaince
State Wyoming

Zip Code 82943

CATEGORY COMMENT

Other This area has some unique deposits of gold
which to my knowledge has not been
determined as to where it originates from. If the
area is shut down to mineral activity Im sure
this will include gold mining. What will
become of the existing claims that are in place
already. There is a big portion of the north east
corner that have existing claims in it, my claim
being one of them, and I wouldnt like to see it
shut down.

I have looked over and read the SDEIS on Jack
Morrow Hills and feel that the perferred
alternative will be good for all and hope that
this is the way that the judgement will go.

Heritage Resources Management Iam a gold prospector and have a claim and
access to other claims im the area. [ would hate
to see this part of our countries heritage be
omitted in history because of this EIS,

Recreation Resources Management There is a lot of people I know that use this
area for gold prospecting. If this area is shut
down to mineral exploration it would eliminate
this recreational resourse for a lot of peolpe.

Minerals and Alternative Energy The minerals that concern me is the gold that is
in the arca. I have a cliam there and wouldnt
like it to be shut down because of this study
being done. My claim is enjoyed by a lot of
different people that belong to the Wyoming
Prospectors Association that are small miners
and keepers of the land picking up the trash
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and beer cans left by some of the pealpe riding
thry the area hunting that want to shat this area
down to wll mineral activity,

Comment Number 18

First David Last Name  Mildrexier Confidential? »
Affiliation

Address 422 Faxt Pine 51

Address2

Cliry Missoula

Siate M

Zip Code 59802
CATEGORY COMMENT

Lanod and Water Resources Livestock do not belong m rhis area. |
encourage for 2 buy out of public grazing
allotments. This ares is ot fertile enough to
Suppon cattle ind sustain a healthy vegetation
comumumity. It is bad the cattle srnd the
vegetation. Remove the cattle and restore the
fand.

Minerals and Alternative Energy 1 ask you o consider s no-altemative 1o mineral
development in this aren, It may not be wonh
it at all 1o allow mineral extraction from this
arca. | think that the Red Desert Hills should
be protected from future leasing,

Recreation Resources Management 0l development and wells degrade from the
the recreational quality and expenence. | ask
for protection of recreation resources to take
precedence over extractive industries.

Truvel Management; Access; and No new road buiding should be allowed. 1 ask
for any projects that requirz new road building
10 be dropped. We have scarred our public
lands with roads, and the effects have been
devastating. Access shoukd be guided by the
idea of having as a remote experience as
possible. So access will be by foot 10 many
arcas. Thas is better for the natural resources,
and is a form of recreation that is ironically
becoming more popular and desired, as the
arcas that provide this experience dwindle.
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Special Management Arcas

Land and Water Rosources

Land and Water Resournces

Land and Water Resources

Land and Water Resources

Land and Water Resources

Iswrongly urge for the protection of the seven
areas being studied for wilderness protection o
be managed for eventual addition 1o the
wildemess systiem. Any actions that degrade
these arcas are not acceprable.

In general, land and wuter resowrces should not
be degraded by the mineral extraction
practices. Especially aveas that are particularly
sensitive or vulnerable o contanimation of
other negative impacls, no minenl
development should be allowed.

The Wild Horse population should be given full
profection, as all the wildhife shoald,
Understanding the needs of the wild horses

and how mineral extraction projects will effect
them is a prerequisite. Please fulfill you duty of
carcfully studying any proposed actions for
their impacts on the wild horses before

allowing projects to procesd.

Amy projects that will degrads water quality
should not be allowed.

The wildlife are absclutely more important that
mincral resource extraction. Please protect
these species, from the migraiory herd of
antelope, 1o the rare desert elk population with
all of your effonts. Do not allow any mineral
development projects (o proceed that will harm
our wildlife populations. 1 strongly urge for a
clear statement that protection of wildlife and
their habitar rakes precedence over all mineral

development plans.

Vegetation resources should be managed with
great respect. [ stronlgy encourage Tor careful
consideration of the impacts mineral extraction
will hiave on vegetation interactions. Projecis
should not be allowed o significantly affect
vegeation in any way. All projects should be
carefully monitored, if allowed at all.
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Comment Number 21
First Greg Lasi Name Hansen Confidential” o
Affiliation
Address 729 Arapahos
Address2
City Thermopolis
State Wy

Zip Code 82443

CATEGORY COMMENT
Recreation Resources Management To whom it may Concem

It 15 of my opinion that the Green River RMP
Amendment definitely needs to include OHY
frendly modifications for the Greater Sand
Dunes areas

Back when first introdnced, The Green River
Resporce Manapement Plan closed the Sand
Dunes and Buffalo Hurmps Wildemess Siudy
Arca (WSA) to motorized vehicles. The Sand
Dumes and Buffalo Hump Wilderness Study
Area's have long bean recognizad by
academia and the public of being unique and
valuable lands. Does this mean they should
be off limuts to OHV's and public use? NO!
Proper management is the key! Mot closure!

From Appendix 2 of GREEN RIVER LAND
LSE FLAN (3) OBIECTIVES AND ACTIONS

Westemn Portion

SAND-18-The western portion of the Graater
Sand Dunes area 15 bounded on the east by the
Sand Dunes W5SA boundary and on the west
by the Greater Sand Dunss ACEC boundary.

SAND-19-The portion of the area thal overfaps
the W3As is closad 1o OHVs, including
over-the-snow vehicles and some mechanized
vehickes, 1o maintain the unique naturalness,
soliude, and prin'-'ﬁw: and unconfined
recreational opportunities.

This mrea is very similar 1o the St. Anthony
WSA in Exstern Idaho, which is also managed
by the BLM. ['m looking for some consistency
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Comment Number 22

First Jasaon
Affiliation
Address 231 Nord Ave
Address2?
City Chice
Starfe CA
Zip Code Q50288

CATEGORY

Recreation Resources Management

Last Nawe  Wirth

s 1o how our public lands are being managed!

OHY uze is allowed in many Arcas of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACECY), including the
entire Saint Anthony dunes system and W5SA,
designation does not automatically preclude
OHV use either. The mandate to the agency is
to preserve the wilderness charscteristics of a
WA, and OHY use on ever-shifting sands
certginly doesnt permanently alter those
characteristics.

All evidence of mans intrusions are erased by
these ever-shifiing sands within a matter of
minutes. Excluding over-the-snow vehicles is
absolutely ludicrous, as once the snow melis,
there s no evidence left behind

I hold the BLM responsible for PROPERLY
managing my public lands, NOT closwre!

1 would highly recommend this be investigated
and changes made accordingly, as to open
these closed areas for public OHV use in this
amendment.

Sincerely,

Cirep Hanzen
Thermopolis, Wyoming

Confidential” n

COMMENT

To Whom it may concem:

by name is Teson Winh and Im the pans
manager at Chico Honda Maotorcveles m
California. It has come to our antention (hat
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there are lands currently closed to OHV use
amd the BLM may close more. Proper
managment of the land and resources of Liah
is vital to the growth of the tourism and Off road
conmmunity. In recent years off-roaders have
become vigilant i enviommental issues,
learning o respect and leave nature as
untouched ss reasonably possible. Californias
BLM iz currently facing morc than one lawsit
brought by OHV users and businesses that
they support. These lawsuirs charge
mis-managment and premature closure of land
for reasons that hold to legal weight. These
elosures have prompted Tamilys 1 vacation
and camp in other places costing the Califomia
CCOTIONTY &0 cronmous amount of money. Wea
hope that the Utah BLM will make an effort 10
work closely with all individuals involved and
make land decisions basad on the masses and
true enviommental issues, a5 opposied 1o
scane etics and misinfonmation often used 1o
close the publics land.

Sincerely

Jason P. Winth
Chuco, CA

Comment Number 24

First Paul Last Name  Giovale Confidentiol® n

Affitiation

Address 433 M Sireer

Address2?

City Rock Springs

Srate Wharming

Zip Code 82007

CATEGORY COMMENT

Recreaton Resources Management 1 wish 10 voice my comcemn of the closed
portiong of the sand dunes.

1 feel that a study needs 10 be done 1o validate
ihe closer. 1 along with many others fee] that
the killpecker sand dune ares is a great
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Paui
Comment Number 25
First Phillip Last Name  Facquer Confidential? n
Affiliation
Address 1950 Goodpasture lp
Address? #C13]
City Lugene
Srare Or
Zip Code 97401
CATEGORY COMMENT
Recreation Resources Management L have recently become aware of the green river

resource and could be o preat draw for tourdsm
for the arca. 1 mavel many times 3 year to other
sand dune areas to enjoy the outdoors, and
spend time with my family,

Tride atvs and do so responsibly, | ond my
family feel that there neds to be a voice for the
recreationalist in the arca. § feel all too many
times that our nights to enjoy public land et
trampled on.

L dont know all the ins and outs of the
reasoning for the closures, however if you
would like to send me mone information on it
that would be prear. My address is included

Lam glad 1o hear that no more of the Land will
be closed, however | would like to see more of
the sand dunes opened up to ohv use

Fappreciate your time and If | can be of any
help please contact me.

RMP amendment that you are considering in
you state for the purpose of reviewing
restrictions o0 the sand dume arca located in
the south west comer of Wyoming, | feel ns
though this is a great opportunity for
recreational activities in your state and could

BEEN REMOYED AT THE REGUEST OF THE
RPOSES,
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Comment Number 26
Flirst Mark Last Name
Affiliation
Address Q535 Timber River
Address2?
City Elk Grove
Siate CA
Zip Code DAY
CATEGORY

Recreation Resources Management

increase commerce for the merchants in the
local area. Many large sand dune aress in
other states including Oregon, Califomia,
Arizona, and others operate recreational dune
areas for off highway vehicles. These cvents
attract a larpe amout of tourism and some small
economies thrive on this business. Most of
these areas that require maintainence are cared
for by local OHV clubs with agreements with
the local BLM. Costs for operating such arcas
could not be much more than the cost of
enforcing the closure of these public lands. 1
encourage vou o take this opportunity to
consider the impact on the residents of
Wyoming and the tourism that the use of this
arca will provide.

Thank you for your consideration
Phillip L Jacques

Beary Confidential? n

COMMENT

RE: Jack Morrow Hills coordinated activity
plan / Green River RMP amendment

To Whom It May Concern:

It is of my opinfon that the Green River RMP
Amendment definitely needs to include OHV
fricndly modifications for the Greater Sand
Dunes areas.

Back when first introduced, The Green River
Resource Management Plan closed the Sand

A19A-8
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Dunes and Buffalo Humps Wilderness Study
Area (WSA) o motorized vehicles. The Sand
Dunes and Buffalo Hump Wildemess Study
Area's have long been recognized by

academia and the public of being unigue and
valunble lands. Does this mean they shoold be
off limits (o OHVs and public use™ NO1 Proper
management is the key! Mot closure!

From Appendix 2 of GREEN RIVER LAND
USE PLAN (5) OBIECTIVES AND ACTIONS

Western Portion

SAND=18-The western portion of the Creater

Sand Dunes area it bounded on the =ast by the
Sand Dunes WSA boundary and on the west
by the Greuter Sand Dunes ACEC boundary.

SAND-19-The portion of the area that overlaps
the W5As is closed to OHVs. including
over-the-snow vehicles and some mechanized
vehicles, to maontain the unique naturalness,
solitude, and primitive and unconfined
recreational opportunities,

This area is very similar to the 5L Antheny

WSA in Eastern Idaho. which is also managed
by the BLM. I'm looking for some consistency
as to how our pablic lands are bemg managed!

OHY use is allowed in many Aress of Critical
Environmental Concemn (ACEC). including the
entire Saim Anthony dunes sysiem and WSA
designation does not sutomatically preciude
OHY use either. The mandate to the agency is
to preserve the wildemess charactenistics of a

WEA, ond OHV use on ever-shifiing sands
certainly doesnt permamently alter those
characteristics.

All evidence of mans intrusions are erasad by
these ever-shifiing sands within a matter of
minutes. Excluding over-the-snow vehicles is
absolutely ludicrous, as once the now melts,
there is no evidence left behind.

[ hold the BLM responsible for FROPERLY
managing my public lands, NOT closure!

I would highly recommend this be investigated
and changes made secordingly. as lo open

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan
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these closed areas for public OHY use in this

amendmerni-
Regands,
Mark Beaty
Comment Number M

Firss edward Laxi Name  iaylor Confidential? n

Affiliation

Address 33520 genantet drive

Address2

Ciry WSt Coving

State ol

Lip Code 21792

CATEGORY COMMENT

Recreation Resources Management To Whom It May Concermn:

It is of my opinion that the Green River RMP
Amendment definitely needs to include OHV
friendly modifications for the Greater Sand
Dhines areas.

Back when first introduced, The Green River
Resource Management Plan closed the Sand
Dunes and Buffalo Humps Wildemess Study
Aren (WSA) 10 motonized vehicles. The Sand
Dunes and Buifalo Hump Wildemess Study
Area’s huve long been recognized by
academia and the public of being unique and
valuable lands, Does this mean they should be
off limits 1o OHVs and public use? NO! Proper
managemenl is the key! Not closure!

From Appendix 2 of GREEN RIVER LAND
LISE FLAN (5) OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS

Wesiem Portion

SAND-1E-The western portian of the Greater
Sand Duncs arca is bounded on the east by the
Sand Duncs WSA boundary and on ihe west
by the Greater Sand Dunes ACEC boundary.

10
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SAND-19-The portion of the area that overlaps
the WSA=R is closed to OHVs, including
over-the-snow vehicles and some mechanized
vithicles, to maintain the unigue naturalness,
solitude, and primutive and unconfined
recreational opportunitics.

This area is very similar to the St. Anthony

WS5A in Eastern Idaho, which is also managed
by the BLM. I'm looking for some consistency
as to how our public lands are being managed”

OHWV use is allowed in many Areas of Critical
Envircnmental Concer { ACEC), including the
enfire Saint Anthony dunes system and W5A
designation does not automatically precluds
OHV use sither. The mandate (o the agency is
to pressrve the wildermess characteristics of a
WEA, and OHY use on ever-shifling sands
certainly docsnt permancnuly alter those
characteristics

All evidence of mans intrusions are erased by
these ever-shifting sands within a matier of
minuies. Excluding over-the-snow vehicles is
absolmely ludicrous, as once the snow melis,
there is no evidence lelt behind.

1 hold the BLM responsible for PROPERLY
managing my public lands, NOT closure!

1 would highly recommend this be investigated
and changes made accordingly. as 1o open
these closed areas for public OHY use in this
amendment.

Sincerly,

Edward Taylor
West Covina, CA
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Comment Number kL]
First Emilene
Affiliotion  UW Snedent
Address 1727 Palmer #4
Adidress2
City Laramie
State Wy
Zip Code EX2070

CATEGORY

Minerals and Alternative Energy

Recreation Resources Management

Travel Management; Access; and

Last Name

O stlind Confidential? n

COMMENT

Mo oil or gas drilling should occur within the
IMH. Much of southwestern Wyoming is
already open 1o drilling and its not too much 10
ask to preserve this one small piece of the

wast from the destructive forces of mineral
extraction. According 1o the Wyoming Outdoor
Council, if all the gas and oil was extractad
from the JIMH, it would provide the United
States with only 9 weeks of gas and 39
minttes of oil, The delicate desen, owever,
would take centuries to recover from the roads,
pipes, ponds, and disturbance of the drilling
process. | want the IMH 1o be free of
davelopment when I take my kids and
grandkids there to play in the sanddunes and
climb around on the rocks.

Minimal impact recreation should be
emphasized. ORVs should be restricted.
Hunting, hiking, camping, rock climbing,
wildlife viewing, and exploring should be
emphasized with expansion of the wilderness
study arcas to provide an authentic desen
experience.

Motorized ravel should be restricted 1o
designated roads and should be kept out of
Wildemess Stedy areas all together. Existing
non-designated roads should be closed 1o
traffic and reclaimed a natural stae. Maps
should be posted at entrances to the Jack
Morrow Hills to facilitate visitors in their towr of
the region. =o that they will nod be tempied 1o
drive off roads. Roads should only be allowed
in areas where they will have the least
environmental impact.

12
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Land and Water Resources As Americas legacy 1o fulure generations,
protection of native wildlife species such as
antelope, deer, elk, coyotes, bears, cougars,
badgrers, hawks, falcons, eagles, sage prowse,
lizzards and snakes should be a high priarity in
the IMH CAFP. Roads, ORV use, and mining
should be restricted in the JMH (o prodect the
wildlife. Large predators should be a focus and
the wild horse population should be
miintained only at a low level,

Visual Resources management The IMH is a beautiful landscape that should
be preserved just for its natural and existence
value, Air quality should be improved and
manmade structures including unecessary
roads should be remaved.

Comment Number 46

First Keith Last Name  Campbell Confidential? n
Affiliation

Address 1115 Sherry Dr.

Addressl

City Rivertan

Starte wy

Zip Code 82501

CATEGORY COMMENT

Minerals and Alternative Energy Instead of trying to prohibit all drilling, other
altzrnatives should be considered as
mitigation. (8l Companics exploring for
minerals should seed barrow pits along road,
abandoned well sites, and any other disturbed
ground. Mines including gold should retum the
land to its original condition. Mining and oil
drilling should not be prohibited as the Red
Diesert area is neither unique nor a high altitude
climate where it can take years 10 recover from
mans intrusion. Good range reclamation can
be secomplished in § to 7 years in this area.
All that is needed is two wel springs in five
years after seeding. Unforunately, in this
desert environment. thal is about normal

13
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I'would like o express support of Alternative 3
where mitipation is emphasized. New ideas
through mitigating any proposed development
could lead to new ways of improving plant
health of the Red Desen and also extracting
more minetals.

Land and Water Rescurces I dont knovw what the Friends of the Red Desen
are talking about with the large migratory big
game herds and the only desert elk herds, Elk
migrate from the Wind River Mountains to the
Red Desert but there are not that many. The
elk in the Red Desert are closely related 1o the
elk in the Wind River Mountains so why are
they unigue.

Land and Water Resources Range improvements are oeeded 1o maintain
the proposed borse population and allow big
garme numbers o increase. Ol companies
doing explorative drilling should be seading the

barrow pits beside the roads (o oil wells and
any other disturbed groumd. See nunerals and
altermative eneigy

Land and Water Resources Current livesiock Tease numbers should be
maintwined inless there is a severe drought.
When explorative gas wells are drilled,
sometimes these wells may not hit gas
Occasionally these sites can prodiece anesian
wells. The BLM should monitor all sites and
consider developing any potential water
sources that are found, There is plenty of
forage in the Red Desert bat a large pant is oot
accessible due to a lack of nearby water.

Land and Water Resources Earlier | stated that 04l Companies that arc
developing leases should be sceding disturbed
groumnd near roads and well sites. A mixture of
Crested Wheat Grass, brome grass, and a
clover would improve forage for wildlife as well
as livestock, Similar, suitable native species
could be used but Crested Wheat 15 the most
successful grass in \he area. Wild Horses are
not native s0 some grasses that are not native
could be seeded to feed the horses. Seed the
crested wheat far from the endangered plant
species. At a great distance this showld be a
categoncal exclusion. Possibly the Wyoming
Game And Fish could provide some funding for
seeding but the developing Oil Companies
should furnish performance bonds on seeding.
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Comment Number 52

First Jolene  Last Name — Corron Confidesntial? n
Affiliation

Address 915 Washakie Streer

Address2

City Lander

Stare Wy

Lip Code 82520

CATEGORY COMMENT
Heritage Resources Management Section 1.5 Planming Issues and Criteria
1.5.1 Planning Issues

lasue 3: Effects of Land and Resource Uses on
Recreation and Culural Resoorce
Management

& #B 20 & H#R2 3 Prncipal considerations
include providieg for suitable and sufficiem
recreation wses and Macilitates (both di:pe.rsad
and commercial, and particularly in the Greater
Sand Dune Recreation Area), visual resource
management direction, road designations
(transportation planning), and management of
cultral and historical resournces (the need for
protecuon of Native American-respected
places is of particular
concem #3230 L4822 |

Does the tenm &#8220; Native
American-respecied places&#8221; equal
SHE2 My sacred site&#8221;T According to
Section 2 of Executive Order No. 13007: Indian
Sacred Sites (of May 24, 1996, signed by
President William Clinton),

EAEINEENE2 1T Sacred site £#821T: means
any specific, discrete, namowly delineated
location on Federa! tand ihat is idemified by an
Indian tribe, or Tndian individual determined to
be an appropriately authoritative representative
of an Indian religion, as sacred by virtue of its
astablished religious significance o, or
ceremonial use by, an Indizn religion; provided
that the tribe or appropriately authoritative
representative of an Indian religion has
informed the agency of the existence of such a
site. SeHE221;

15
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Throughout this Supplemental Draft ELS. much
care has been made o designaie Nahve
American sites as £#82 20 respecied

places &#E221; 1 am not an enrolied member of
the Shoshone or Arapaho Tribes, thus | cannot
speak for them. Bul as a concemed citizen and
enralled member of the Navajo Nation {whose
protection of sacred sites often Umes comes up
against the same kind of bureaucratic
hipservice), T posit that these sites are indeed
sacred and deserve the protection afforded
them by years of federal Indian law,
Presidential executive orders and intermal memoranda
developed by federal apencies, the

Burean of Land Manugement mcloded

Section 2.2.2 Hentage Resources
Management (Management Actions Common
o All Aliematives)

The planning area would be managed o protect
inyportant hentage resources (culiural, historic,

archaeological, and unique geological features)
while allowing for educational research and

approprizte interpretive uses.

Mative Amencan Sites. Consultation would
occur with Native American tribal governments
in accordance with the Amencan Indian
Religious Freedom Act (AIRFA) for the
protection of recognized traditional uses and
cultural values in the planning area.

Surface disurbance and disruptive sctivities
would be prohibited within 100 fest of
respected places. Native American respecied
ploces {located generally in the Steamboat
Mountain, Steamboat Rim. White Mountain
Rim, Essex Mountain, Monument Ridge, and
Joe Hay Rim areas) and the Indian Gap Trail
winld be protecied by provisions of the NHPA
and AIRFA.

In managing respected ploces, rights-of-way
would avoid the actual siies. For related
viewsheds, mitigation weould be applied to
reduce the sights and sounds from an activity,
The intent is to provide mitigation in these
viewsheds, not 1o exclude an sction or
actvily. &#E22 1,
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How do you mitigate the damage done to a
vidwihed from the development of roads, wells
and pipelinas?

In Section 2. Procedures of EO 13007 Indian
Sacred Sitez, &#8220;Euch executive branch
with statutory or administrative responsibility
fot the management of Federl lands shall, as
appropriate, promgtly implement procedures for
the purposes of camying out the provisions of
section 1 of this order, including, where
prachicable und appropriste, procedures to ensure
redsonable notice is provided of
proposed sctaons or land manag=ment policics
thut may restrict future sccess 1o or ceremonial
use of, OR ADVERSELY AFFECT THE
FHYSICAL INTEGRITY OF, SACRED
SITES&#8221: (emphasis is ming). How would
prohibiting surface disturbance and disruptive
activities within 100 FEET of a sacred site not
adversely affect the physical integrity of that

siie?

There is a large disparity between protections
planned for other resources (e.g., wilderness
study areas, prolected species areas)
compared o the Native Amencan sites.
Orverall, Indian sites receive far less
recognition, study and protection from harm.
There is an importance and sacredness
recognized by many tribes of varying areas
within the Red Desert. This SDEIS does niot
address these issues; instead proposes a
onz-size-fits-all { 100-foot buffer) 1o
&#8220respected sites. &#8221;

Visual Resources management In Section 2, Procedures of EO 13007: Indian
Sacred Sites, &#8220:Each executive branch
with statutory or administrative responsibility
for the management of Federal lands shall, as
appropriate, promptly implement procedures for
the purposes of carrying out the provisions of
section | of this order, including, where
practicable and appropriate, procedures o
ensure reasonable notice is provided of
proposed actiong or lund management policies
that may resirict future access to or cersmonial
use of, OR ADVERSELY AFFECT THE
PHYSICAL INTEGRITY OF, SACRED

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan A19A-17



Appendix 19A Final EIS

MOTE: SPECIFIC NAMES AND ADDRESSES HAVE BEEN REMOYED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
COMMENTOR FOR CONFIDENTIALITY PURPOSES.

SITES&#822 |, (emphasis 15 mine). How would
prohibiting surface disturbance and disruptive
activites within 100 FEET of a sacred site aod
adversely affect the physical integrity of thar
site?

There is a large disparity between protections
planned for other resources (e, g., wilderness
study areas, protected species irais)
compared W the Native American sites.
Overall, Indian sites receive far Jess
recognition, study and protection from harm.
There iz an importance and sacredness
recognized by many tribes of varying areas
within the Red Desert. This SDEIS does not
address these issues; instead proposes @
one-size-fits-all { 1-Foot buffer) io

Other Section 1.6 Relevant Statwies, Limitations,
and Cuidelines
The following provides a descnption of the
authorities that apply 1o the szlzction and
implementation of the management actions for
the IMH CAP.
sScction 1.6.5 Cultwral Resources: The
Histonic Sites Act; The Naboaal Histonc
Preservation Act of 1996; The Archacological
Resources Protection Act of 1979, Protection
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environmental
(EO 11593); The National Trails System Act of
1968,

This section does not mention (1)
S 220k Memorandum for the Heads of
Executive Departments and
Agencies&#82 12;Subject:
Ciovernment-to-Government Relations with
Mutive American Tribal Governmems&#8221:;
(2) Executive Order Mo, 13007: Indian Sacred
Sites; (3} American Indian Religions Freedom
Act of 1978, (4) Native Amencan Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act of 1995, (3)
Envirommental Justice Execotive Order | 2598;
and (6) US Departmemt of Interior Bureau of
Land Management Instruction Memoranduwm
No. 2002-184, Subject: Guidance to Address
Environmental Justice (EJ) in Land Use Plans
and Related Mational Environmenial Policy Act
(NEPA) Documents {dud 5/202) &#82 2 Minority
Population& #8232 1; is defined

18
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NOTE: SPECIFIC NAMES AND ADDRESSES HAVE BEEN REMOVED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
COMMENTOR FOR CONFIDENTIALITY PURPDSES.

by Instruction Memorandum No. 2002-164, dud
SN2, from the Assistant Director,
Rengwable Resources and Planning. subject:
Guidance to Address Environmental Justice in
Land Use Plans and Relaed NEPA
Documents, as either (1) the minority
population of ithe affecied arca exceed 50
percent, or (2) the minority population
percentage of the affected anca is meaning fully
greater tham the minority population percentage
in the general population...

In Secton 3. 10 Environmental Justice, the

SDEIS discusses this issue, and clearly states

that &H#5220; .. portions of Fremont County would be
defined as an EJ

population.. &MEI21; it further stales that

& 220 these areas are not likely 1o be

impacted by actions within the planning area

given the peographic distance between the
reservation and the planning arca &#8221;

This 15 nonsense. This is like saying people in
Rivarton or people in Dubois are not impacted
by actions wken by the BLM on PUBLIC
LAND within Fremont, Sublette, or Sweelwater
county. Physical distance from the Red Desert
has no bearing on whether Tribes will be
impacted by disruptive sctions in the Red
Desent. The Jack Momrow Hills were originally
part of the Wind River Reservation as defined
under the 1863 treaty. The arca is
acknowledged by the BLM itself as used
frequently by Native Amencans, including the
Shoshone and Arapaho, and 2ven
Athabascan-speaking tribes, such as the
Navajo and Apache.

Their own internal memo states, &#E220:The
BLM will incorporate EJ considerations in land
use planning altzrnatives o adequately
respond to EJ issues and problems facing
mincrity populations, low-income communities,
and Tribes living NEAR public lands, working
with, andfor using public land rescurces, The
BLM CANNOT summarily dismiss the
environmental justice issues of this draft EIS
due 1o physical distance from the proposad
achon.

19
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NOTE: SPECIFIC SAMES AND ADDRESSES HAVE BEEN REMOYED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
COMMENTOR FOR CONFIDENTIALITY PURPOSES,

As such, there are other ET issues that are not
addressed within this SDELS.

As pait of the policy/actions outlined in this
Instrection Memorandtem, i saics,
&#8220:The BLM State and Field Offices will
continue toomake EJ a mandatory critical
elemeat for consideration in all land use
planning and NEPA documents. This
requircments was established on an inkerim
basis in IM-99-178, dated August 13,

1999 #8722 |,

Recommendations for outreach include: Share appropriate
information abouk potential

high and adverse impacts with minorty

populations, andfor low-income communities,

andfor Tribes through workshops, information

meetings, or other forums and solicit feedback

and recommendations;

When appropriate, schedule scoping/issne
identification meetings in minority and
low-income communities or on tribal
reservations

There were no public/seoping meetings held on
the Reservation in preparation fior this SDEIS.
Mor were there any workshops of any kind
offered to Tribal residents (and especially
elders) to help tem understand the NEPA
process in terms that they can understand.

This is clearly in conflict with BLM internal
requirsmants.

A19A-20 Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan



Final EIS Appendix 19A

100,018

L o

Horses and Hay
Linda and Leonard Serdiuk
Box 42
Lander, WY 82520
307-332-5027
Iserdiuk@wyoming.com

March 13, 2003

We have faith in the BLM 10 manage the Jack Morrow Hills as expressed in the
Coordinated Activity Plan. The preferred alternative provides for multiple use,
protection, and oversight.

We have confidence in the dedicated professionals of the BLM. They are Wyoming
residents, they know the area better than any one else, they have made educated and
. concerned recommendations, and we trust them to manage the area.

We would like protection for the seven Wilderness Study Areas and for the National
Historic Trails and the Continental Divide Trail to continue.

We feel the most damaging use of the entire area has been the grazing. One of the
greatest assets in Wyoming is the vast public land available to all recreational nsers. The
contribution of the ranching community to the economy of the state is miniscule
compared to that of outdoorsmen, tourists, and other recreational users.

;ﬁd’“‘l‘“‘éy i "\,éhdfé’ M@

Linda and Leonard Serdiuk
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100,025

. March 24, 2003
Mr. Prill Mecham
Field Munager, BLM
P.O. Box 768
Pinedale, WY 82041

Dear Mr. Mecham,

T am writing to express my concerns about the proposed drilling of wells for coal
bed methane in the Red Desert and along the Wind River Range front. Although I live in
Colorado, my heart is in Wyoming where I go to renew my spirit on fishing trips and
backpacking trips. I have been visiting Wyoming every year since | was a kid, and we
started backpacking into the Wind River Range in 1970, and every vear since. We
frequently visit the Red Desert area for a day or two before or after the backpack ta enjoy
the isolation, and view the wildlife and historic aress. My concerns are to protect the
wildemess aspects of this area, which includes the wildlife corridor between the Red
Desecrt and Jackson Hole, as well as protect the ranchers and water of this area from the
same 1ype of problems which have occurred in the Powder River Basin.

I believe that you should delay the environmental analysis of new gas projects
until the Management Plan is complete. The current RMP fiils to evaluate impacts of
Coal Bed Methane, which are severe. Without an updated Management Plan the BLM
cannot properly complete an impacts analysis. For the Red Desert [ strongly support the
Citizens' Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative for the Jack Morrow Hills Plan, which

would:
. 1. Allow for responsible recreation, hunting, grazing and off-road vehicle use
and sccess to public lands.

2, Ask for the trade or buy-out of mineral Jeases in the area,

3. Prohibit all new oil and gas leasing and large-scale mining activities.

4. Prevent new roads and developments in roadless areas, increase the size of
some Wilderness Study Areas, establish new WSA s for lands identified as
qualifying by citizens’ inventories, and recommend that all deserving WSA's
and wild lands be designated as wilderness by Congress.

5. Protect Native American holy sites and historic landmarks such as the Oregon
Tradl.

6. Ensure the long-term survival of the Red Desert elk and pronghom antelope
herds and other wildlife.

Other areas of critical environmental concemn are the migration routes for big game
between the Red Desert and Jackson Hole. Areas along the Wind River Front should be
CLOSED to coal bed methane drilling due to grazing and water concerns,

[ urge the BLM to listen to the citizens concerns in selecting a plan which will
protect the natural beauty and ecological integrity of the Red Desert and wildlife
migration routes,

Sincerely, .
@ mh _% Y
. Ralph D. Silkensen 1061 Princeton Dr., Longmont, CO 80503 Aot ¥
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Dan and Janet W. Blair |

. P.0. Box 1640 ;
i Dubols, WY 82513-1640 #
| amail. danjanbesf@wyoming.com t
| March 27, 2003

Rensa Dana, Projoct Leader Bob Bannett, State Director

BLM Rock Springs Field Office Bureau of Land Managemeni

280 Hwy, 181 North 5353 Yellowsione Road i

Rock Springs, WY 82601 Cheyenne, WY 82008

COMMENTS RE: Jack Morrow Hills Study Area Supplemental DEIS

Dear Ms. Dana and Direclor Bennatt

We write to urge BLM io select and implemeant the Citfrens’ Wildiife and Wildiands Altema-
thve 58 its managemnent plan for the Jack Momow Hills Study Area. We originally commented in
April 2002, and are distressed to leam that BLM has released a supplemental DEIS that not only
| doesn't address, but doesn't even appear to consider the comments of many residents
submitted at thal tme. BLM has disregarded its mandate to manage public lands for gll Ameri-
cand, in favor of allowing @ single Industry to control and determine the fate of the public lands
under BLM control, Thus a coalition of concemed Wyoming citizens, businesses and conser
wation groups united to develop the Citizens® Wildiie and Wildiands Alernative, which
addresses the citizen concems expressad in this letter. 1t will ensure that the Jack Mormow Hills
Study Area is managed in a balanced manner that gusranises conservation, preservation, and
ihe continued protection of this national reasure for the use and enjoyment of all Americans,
. now @nd info the future.

mmummmummmmm.mmunm.
highly mobile and technologically-advanced socisty, and the nead 1o prolect our home (in the broadest
sense. pianet sorth), this quote from Glgbal Environme ! sth Century (John R
Mcheill, professor of history, Georgetown University) is relevant [emphasis added]:

"Quts .wmwmumum-muumnummuﬁu
et e hasalth of walew, i, #nd ol P thaneios assumed a contral role in bickogical evoluion, . , , Tha
eenronmental history of t les! two cenfuries him been one of enormous change. |7 B mene 200 yeer, humanity bis. alered
Enrh more drastically than sinog the Sawn of agricufuns sbost 10,000 yesrs sgo. Our vitsl air, weter, snd 8od huve besn

In mid-March we attended a two-day symposium in Pinedale, Wyoming, that included tours of
the Pinedale Anlicline and the Jonah Field, which as you know are two BLM gas development
lease sites. Wum-mmnmmmwhmmmmwmulm
scapa, and by the number of variances to lease stipulations BLM is allowing there. We talked o
residents who expressed their shock al seeing their area of Sublette County tumed into an
industrialized zone in a shorl period of time: they mentioned an increase in tuck traffic: the
occasionally round-the-clock noise pollution of the drilling and well operations (for up 1o 3 woaks
at a time, the changes cbserved in animal behavior (both domestic horses and wildiife); and
MMMHMMWWEMMWWMI-
unimportant o overlocked when industry requests a variance, This cannot be allowed to happen
In the Jack Mormow Hills!

BLM stands, as an agency of the federal governmant and hence of “We, the People,” al anothar
. of the critical junctures we humans have faced in the last two centuries. We understand that in
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March 27, 2003 .

u‘ﬂwhmmwﬂlﬂammuﬂhmmhmnmadhmmmmh

:
mmmmmm&mmmmm.m“mmmmmmm
mw@nmmwwﬂnmmmm. Presently the Red

. mmmmunmmmmh ie
mmmm. hmuwmumwﬁlmmuv:m
unparalleted widife viewing, excellent fishing in two rivers, and off-road vehice use),

We also have other concerns that BLM's Supplemental DEIS ignores:

{we have no faith in BLM adherirg to

T
gas induslry, after our visit 1o the Pinedala BLM lease
M.mmmnmwbwmdmmtmlmmhm;

H hh slE IFPERTTE NMalve Amencan sihes
Tm.mrmmn-ﬂﬁnhmdmmmm;tm

ﬂmmnm-lmﬁlnwmdﬁpﬂl?ﬂ?n reat many paople

merded simitarly. Hmnmhmuuflﬂwnﬂs. m!gmaﬁlhmmn:rﬂ

uw;ﬁm“mwmhmmﬂw Dwduptmﬂuriodudmm-ﬂnw

mmmmﬂmlhmdhmmmmmmw

which, once gone, are nol replaceable Waummwwyuqnﬂ.uhudnptuh

Hﬁmﬂmh%-'%ﬂ\“ldhﬂ“ﬂuhhmm
Study Area. ﬂmkmmmummwm;nmymﬁlgmmum

. ko Gltin

— i Dan Blair Janet W, Blair
Senator Craig Thomas  (via Emall) .
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122 West 27Th Street
Cheyenne, WY E2001

March 26, 2003

Renee Dana

Bureau of Land Management
Rock Springs Field Office
280 Hwy. 191 North

Rock Springs, WY 82901

Dear Renee,

I respectfully ask that you consider some of my concerns for the Red
Desert and the Jack Morrow Hills Study Area. My personal experience as
an area manager helps me respect the task you and your staff have
conducting this assessment. I would just ask you to become creative and
couragecus in making your decisions for this unique area.

Many public land areas have long been compromised by short-term budget
directives. These directives are often the crucible of destruction for
balanced long term public land management. As public land managers we
know from cur experiences that often budgets from one administration to
another force us into unfavorable short term decisions.

Furthermore, in the haste to fill those positions and accomplish these
directives, while funds are on the table, one may indirectly jeopardize
cther long term management objectives. As examples, just look at the
evolution in grazing allecations, fire management, spraying, timber
harvests, off-road vehicle use and now coal methane gas.

There are cbvicusly unigue resources in the Red Desert. I find it
difficult to understand why the area is open season tc coal methane
exploration. The country will not become a permanent self sufficient
energy producer. Soc why upset the balance of other unigue resources in
the Red Desert for a short term gain?

Renee please, in your decisions, give less attention to leasing just for
the sake of responding to today’s demands at the expense of wildlife
habitat, winter ranges and other long term natural assets of the Red
Desert.

This is why I ask you to become creative and courageocus in implementing
the management plan. Be careful of a stronger mineral voice in the
office influencing a decision for more mineral exploration!

Jack Morrow Hills Coordinated Activity Plan
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Flease select the Wildlife and Wildlands Alternative and invoke some
balance in your leasing decisions, putting conditions on mineral, .
grazing and off-road vehicle uses that help maintain good year-round

wildlife habitat and protection of the Red Desert and its Jack Morrow

Hills area.

Thank you for considering my point of view.

| Sincaraly,

---_jimes S. Lambert

R T P,
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Rene Dana Team Leader

280 Highway 191 NWorth

Rock Springs WY 89201

Re: Jack Morrow Hills CAP

Dear Ms. Dana: .

1 strongly support the Citizen's Wildfire and Wildlands Frotec-
tion Alternative for the Jack Morrow Hills Supplemental Draft
EIS because it would prnhihit all new oil and gas leasing and
mineral development, it would also prevent new roads and dev-
elopments in roadless areas next to wilderness study areas.

It would protect the wildlife, historical sites and Native Am-
erican holy sites, thig is especially important for the Steam-
boat Mountain area and the desert elk herd. It would allow for
responsible outdoor recreation, hunting and grazing. I feel that
additional protections should be included that would protect the
desert and wildlife in times of extreme drought.

It is also important that the mineral leases could be traded or
bought out.

The most valuable rcadless areas should be considered for wilder-
ness study areas.

Please protect this incredible landscape while we have a chance.
Thank you,

jgkgﬂtdA;bfzic;itf

F. Earline Hittel

36 Begonia
Casper WY B2604-3854
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